The Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

SPREP is the Pacific region’s major intergovernmental organization charged with the protection and sustainable
development of the region’s environment. It started as a small program attached to the South Pacific Commission
(SPC) in the 1980s, and grew into an autonomous intergovernmental organization with the signing of the Agreement
Establishing SPREP in 1993.The establishment of SPREP sent a clear signal to the global community of the deep
commitment of the Pacific islands region to sustainable development, especially in light of multilateral attention to
sustainable development issues facing small island developing states.

The United States is a party to the treaty establishing SPREP, and participates in SPREP as a member. The U.S.
islands of Guam, American Samoa and Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas are also members of SPREP. The
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme is based in Apia, Samoa, with over 90 staff, and is also
referred to by the acronym SPREP.

Mandate

SPREP’s mandate is to promote cooperation in the Pacific islands region and to provide assistance in order to
protect and improve its environment and to ensure sustainable development for present and future generations.

Vision

SPREP's vision is “The Pacific environment, sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our
cultures.”

Members

SPREP has 26 members, including 21 Pacific island nations plus the United States, Australia, New Zealand, France,
and the United Kingdom.

Programmes/Strategic Priorities

SPREP organizes its work under four strategic priorities: 1) Biodiversity and Ecosystems Management; 2) Climate
Change; 3) Environmental Governance and Monitoring; 4) Waste Management and Pollution Control.

Website: http://www.sprep.org

NOAA's engagement with SPREP spans the breadth of NOAA. NOAA's representative to SPREP is in the NOAA
Office of International Affairs, with responsibility to coordinate NOAA interests.

Staff Contacts

NOAA Serves as a U.S. Focal Point for SPREP.

NOAA NOAA Fisheries: SPREP Secretariat:
Kristen Koyama Dr. Charles Karnella Secretariat of the Pacific
NOAA - Office of International Affairs International Fisheries Administrator Regional Environment
14th and Constitution Ave NW, Rm A300 Pacific Islands Regional Office Programme (SPREP)
Washington, DC 20230 1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110 PO Box 240, Apia, Samoa
Telephone: (202) 482-2653 Honolulu, HI 96814 Telephone: +685 21929
Fax: (202) 482-4307 Telephone: (808) 944-2200 Fax: +685 20231

Email: kristen.koyama@noaa.gov Fax: (808) 973-2941

Email: Charles.Karnella@noaa.gov
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